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ABSTRACT: 

This study is conducted to find out the laws of inheritance in the different religions of the world from 
the perspective of status they provide to the women. Our key objective was to find out the 
difference among the inheritance laws of the five main religions of the world i.e. Islam, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Judaism and Roman law. The historical and many current systems devise such inheritance 
laws which either deprive women of their inheritance right completely or give them inadequate 
rights. Islam provides the best system of inheritance for men and women. Its perfect distribution 
cannot be matched by any man-made laws. In Islam, the basic necessities of women are the 
responsibility of the closest related male (e.g. Husband, father, brothers, etc.), and if none of them 
are alive then it is the responsibility of the Jamaah of Muslimeen to take care of them. Yet, Islam 
gives them the rights in inheritance which were unheard of in previous generations. Depending on 
situation, they can even get more share than the males. The article presents a comparative overview 
of the beautiful and timeless principle of Islamic inheritance law and those of other religions. 
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